Ms* iiina king, editor 4/20/95 

^ook World 

The Wasldngton Post 

1150 15 ^t., 1IW 

Washington, DC 20071 

Dear %>. King, < 

i write tliis not hoping for publication of it but in the hope it will not be a futile 
effort to get you to ratliink iin ‘-ttitude r. fledged in wliat you publish that results in 
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prejudice if not worse, dishonesty. It certainly results in misleading the people and 
tliat frustrates the working of^nuhcratio society* 

Selecting PdLclOard Gid Powers to reviev/ Ilec^^ai^^^a(n^ti5^ro_Scare assured a very 
prejudiced and I believe dishonest review. For him not to do that would be ^sking him to 
v/rite a revi e\i contrary to the preconcpetion reflected in his own fcirfci: subtitle, "The 
History of American Anticommunism. " 

Most of those he denigrates Yiere not and never had been Communists* Most were the 
victims of hysteria. Most of tlia hysteria liad a political objective that i 3 contrary 
to the most ba^ic of American political belief, the basis for creating tliis country and 
it3 concepts of freedom and v/hat democratic society requires* 

Much of Powers* diatribe and ^piitical essay is devoted to denouncing the USSR, That 
lias nothing to do with whether or not there wd s an inquisition. And wliat he feally dibes 
is wliat you should have anticipated in selecting him for tliat review, seek to justify 


that cannot bo justified in any decent society* One \xample of which it just happens the 
Post did wonderfully v/ell and honestly v/ith in its magazine of the same issue, the John 
air banks case* 

That not atypical case also illusrates wliat the professional exploits of pur tragic 
history avoid, the enormous hard done to our contry by denyinj|l.t the services of those 
fine and informed r;dnd%ho were victimized and who feared seeking government employment 
because of fear they v/ould be victimized* The great tragdies Yfe# suffered in Asia be- 
cause the policies of those who did the victimization provnikB^La but one illustration* 
One^ purpose and certainly one result Y/as to control American policy with terrible traged- 
ies coming from tliat. It assured tliat there Would be no questioning of their policies tliat 
S i H Cf , 

liave ^een proven to be wrong and terribly, terribly costly in many ways. 
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Here are some reflections of Powers open bia3t ,/ / 

"••• the full wonder of the veneration he ( pow e r s-) accords these * victims 1 of Ameri- 
can anticommunism*. •" 

% wliat rational standard, :ss tuning the rest is faithful to P^riello's book, can it 
be implied tliat they were not victims? 

"•••the blacklisted Hollywood screenv/ritor3 (which by the Y/£ty, all were not), liave 
gotten moro mileage from their predicament tlian other writers got from a beer Y/ith Haicsing 
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heinntingway . " ^ '/** 

*" *- JU 

Tliat "mileage" was what they wonted? It did them any good? t was on their initiative? 

It is a fair or an honest way of referring to them? Or to what happened to thorn? Or to 
those who did it? Particularly A1 artin Die 3? 

Diminisliiiig the terrible tilings done by J. Edgar ^oovor by refering to them as "evil 
Spells" tliat only the victims to whom he roforp disparagingly as "the enlightened elect" 
who alone"can perceive tlie truth," PoUers that this, "unfortunetly, was the recourse 
of almost all leftists (sic) intervi ewed by Fariello. As a result of their proud certi- 
tude there is little insight here." 

What in the world can reasonably be expected of those were we re really^, the victims, 
and that in a blatant departure from all basic American concepts, including foulf Consti- 
tution? Most of whom were not u maunists in rp\y event. 

Powers refers to the "moral validity of the case agains comiimuiism," wliich tliat k#xe 
sad period of our history was not, "by allowing its defenders to bask in xxidddaafe 
victimhood in a culture that has come incr. asingly to regard victimization as a blanket 
absolution for all middoeds*" 

^'iiis is truly outrage ous^hauie on you for publishing it I 

Their persecution had nothing at all to do with "validating the case against com- 
munism." 

Whatever Powers may have mo^nt by "ba 6 k in tlie rectitude of victimised," wliich 
none BBQii sought, and "bask" yet after wliat liappened to them. Power also assumes mis- 
deeds by them, and tliat is straight out dishonest* Wobody v;as fired or blacklisted for 
amt "misdeeds*" . r\ /7 
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How can vko i.ast quotation from liis propaganda guised as a review whon-in f aot-it 
liis effort to defend himself aud liis writing^? be justified: 

"... it would liave been wise for A ’ariello to acknowledge tliat the moral stance of 
Ids 1 victims of the American inquisition* is not above^reproach* " 

I , 1 ariell v o t s subtitle could not liave been more fully descriptive of his c 
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‘hid wliat^it i# the position of tlio 5 en^.lrtimS^did 'or said tliat 3hou] 

proacheu? liat is ftjrong with the "moral stance" tliat they were victimized by those of 

tlie anti-uiu rican mindeset of those like Powers who exploit and commercialize it? 

x nherent in this gi‘033 and disgusting di shone si^Jis the assu lotion that all those 
peo.ptLe Uero criminals of 0110 kind or another and were a great danger to tliis couj$ry and 
its institutions* That was not so. The danger was from those who persecuted them then 
and frc*p the Pou/^rses of today* Who do not believe in the wisdom of those great men 

■v* . 

who were our founding fathers outlie institutions they cheated or the rights they established 
or the limitation^ilaced on government* 

Dalton ^rumbom who won Oscars under assumed names after he was blacldisted needed 


approach* 
should be re- 


that imagined "mileage" Powers refers to with such indecency? 

Arthur Miller was a /kftist^fi which Powers uses as syno<&n6us with Communist , who 
wrapped liims 2^.’ in "fact -proof certitude" and his persecutors, like ^artin Dies, were 
not the real danger to the country ? 

Pete Seeger and ^inus Pauling were a menace to the country and its institutions 

and the house Un Americans -.ere not? u r Fairbanks? u rjfervice and others? 

^ou liave edited yuumection with a consistent bias in support or errant govern- 
/ /V 

ment and tnac is not the w <<y to iform people so they can participate in government and 
it is not the way the x^ress should bring to light government error* 

As a personal experience of which 1 never complained to you or to the Post, yibu 


liae reviewed books tliat support the official JFK assassination but not those that do not* 
The most recent case was the large attention gxso:xg± you gave ^erald Posenr's outrageously 
dishonest and knowing Joist! tied Case Closed while refusing to revie;/ my exposu rey/o^f it, 
Case Open. (About which I've had not a peep of complaint from him oV liis publisher- who 
is one of your major advertisers - or froma an., lawyer spe (/Icing for either. Nqr did he 


have a sihigle complaint in what he added to liis paperback reprint* Or MyC* 

My eiglrt/\book on the JF/^j sa3 sinat i 01 1 is due to appar tills month* The Post lias 
yet to review any one of them* And the fact is that they are the basic books on the sub- 
ject. I’ve not had a letter or ajLill from any of the hundreds of whom I write critically 
complaining of either unfair treatment of incorrectness. And the -ft Apartment of Justice 
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itself, representing the FBI in one of my many FOIA lawsuits, So- the epurt in one that 
I laiou^lore about the JFK assassination tha^n anyone working for the FBI. 

So what else disqualifies my books for reviewing? \jhdft / t/y 

If you lived through those days of liysteria as I did, if you saw that the liysteria 


was initiated by and pursued by those of author! tatain mind and belief who wanted to 


change our form of givemment andu to a degree did, who persecuted those who believed in 

uv-u^C 

democracy as they did not, you not liave commissioned any Powers and you certainly 

i d .vi 

would not have published any such dishonest, unfair and propagandizing ‘review. 


So intendedly hurtful to those authentic 
victims and to their families. 


Sincerely, . 
liar ibid V/eisberg 


Because my typing cannot bo any better, and I (^apologize for it, vjhen I can I 
let it wait for a while hoping where will be lesj; confabulation when I read and cor- 
rect it# In t iat time I decided to add a little more because 1 doubt you were aware 
of what was liappening to us in tiiojo yars. 

/ill those firings were under laws since found to be unconstitutional, as they 

so obviously we re on enactment and on enforcement# But it was for most legilator 3 
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political suicide to oppose them. Come were not even laws in the usualsentfse. inhere 
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waefthat Smeriform nazir^Pat ^cCarran of Nevada. Ho had riders attached to bill* that 
could not be vetoed. I was fired under one of them# That rider permitted certain 
agencies, ^like State, whore I'd boon transferred with tliat part of the OSS, to fire 
anyone at any time without any reason existing, stated or needed and c^thour charges, 
hearing’s of appeals# Tliat is Americanism? Other tlian to th<£ Powerses who live $by 
using; tliat approach? 


In the division in which I worked were four of the ten thus fired in the first 

major "security" case that was no such thing at all# The other tliree were eminent 

scholars, two proteges of A1 argaret i ri ead# Ky job was to do what the learned and the 

intellectuals could not do. All four of use/ were J ews# N 0 accident# 

I got them to agree for me to get us counsel# I got Thurman Arnold, who load known 

i!e when he headed anti-trust in Justice and I took him all my research for a magazine 

series on IIa2d cartels# Tliat was, by the way, during wiiat was known as the "shibboleth" 

priod o.i 0 the ^aafii-Soviet pact. And at the suggestion of one of his assistance I liad 

violated the law and become an uixTiP egistorer/ Britfr^agent in economic warfare# I'd knov^ 

PauiTofiTTortor a llftlLja after he Aft the i’CO where I believe lie had been a commissioner# 
, 'Jiuy use ' <-( 7 k MA\/YUl& ^ TUh~ 

I dief not know Abo i'ortas# S elyptucan- then young firm that defended us. 

Qne of them intdrestod the Republican owner of the Republican New Hork 

Tribune in tiiis as a story# She assigned her Washington Bureau cliief , Bert Andrews to 
1 1 

it. He did a series of wliicli the Post published at least one, the one in which J# Edgar 
Hoover told him there was no tiling at all on any of us^f was not mentioned in it because 
I'd had no hearing he could cite, liavin., had no charges made at all# 

When the Andrews series was published State was so embarrassed it made a deni with 
our lawyer# to rehire us-with an ^public apology - and then we resigned# Andrews made tliat 
series into a book and it got the Pulitzer# 

Of the ten, liie/i were Jews# The other was a^se of mistaken identity! A man was 
fired by mistake ! Instead on an anti-Communist woman with whom I worked# /4r sin w as 
that she did not like the Peron dictatorship in Argentina and did not color her research 
W make iiim look better# 

V{e were all Latin Amex^iconists# The Araerinazis in State "security" and in the House 
blackmailed do or go Marshall to agree the firings# The cliairman of the House appropri- 
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iations committee was in the ide^l spot to do that, and he did# Within State the 
activist honcho in "security" was ^ohn Pourifoy# And five years later he wa3 arubas^Q- 
dor to Guatemala and part of the overthrow of t Jw democratically elected government • 
Does the current now$ about Guatemala suggest any tiling to you? 

It did not happen tlie.ro alone in Guatemala and the people who brought it to 
pass did not want a^r honest research and intelligence rebelling policy makers# So 
they trumped up a plion^ "security" case under a Mc^arran rider and got rid of their 
ideologues 1 problem that way, 

I don't think you wont more and 1 do not want to spend more time on this# I can 
a&so tell you more about the Edward ^mytryk so noble a man to Powers# In my contact 
with hirn he was not alkali noble# fte doublccrossed his companions in tliat awful tiling# 
The conditions under wliichj^o c.;.me to iee me do suggest that he wqs a Communist# Ghat 
he then did suggests that^is when lie stopped being one# 


It is bad enough when out government debases and violates every rican principle 


but it is, I think, worse for tliat to be portrayed other tlian it was and for 
Americans to have their minds and their understanding of our system corrupted by those 


maiding a living iuid achieving a little i&eHfame# 

In all of which you becarae a participant and made tliat contribution to it 
possible. 

I sincereny hope tliis was not your intention. 




who find the violation of American belief and concepts of freedom fa a sianx means of 
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THURMAN ARNOLD 
ABE FOnTAB 
PAUL A. PORTER 
WALTON HAMILTON 
MILTON V. FREEMAN 
NORMAN DIAMOND 
REED MILLER 
L. A. NIKOLORIC 


ARNOLD, FORTAS & PORTER 
1200 EIGHTEENTH STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


November 28, 1947 


TELEPHONE 
DISTRICT 32 8 I 


Dear Mr. Weisberg: 

We want you to know how deeply we 
appreciate your kind and generous gesture in 
sending us a gift and the warm sentiments 
which accompanied it. You know it was a 
pleasure to be of service to you and your own 
calmness and dignity under the most adverse 
circumstances were in no small measure 
responsible for your ultimate vindication. 


Sincerely, 



Paul A. Porter 

\l v 

Milton V. Freeman 


Mr. Harold Weisberg 
2322 H. Nottingham 
Arlington, Virginia 



